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Nigel Poole, Chair of the Wye and Brook India Trust, says … 

 

I returned from a visit to Delhi a couple of weeks ago. Apart from spending time with the Brothers at 

Brotherhood House, I visited the schools to catch up with the news. The primary school at 

Seemapuri is being wholly reconstructed with a new floor added on top, so it will be refurbished and 

larger. Then to the secondary school in Shahid Nagar where the primary children are studying at for 

the time being, and the hope is for them to return to their own school in the new year. I had the 

opportunity to inspect the completed ‘Daniel Block’ of new classrooms where the new upper levels 

of the secondary are located. I noted the need for new roofing on one of the older school blocks, 

where water has percolated through and damaged the ceiling below. I also met a lot of the children 

and there were recitals and dancing, among other things to celebrate the birthday of Pandit Nehru, 

the first Prime Minister of the newly independent India. It was great fun, and the poise and authority 

of the older students was very impressive, and their care of the little ones, as was the standard of 

English – an important employment skill in India. The Brothers seem to be in fine fettle, and the 

schools are flourishing.  

Winter is more or less upon them. The significance is not only that the weather can be very cold in 

Delhi in the winter, and buildings and wardrobes are not designed with this in mind. Of longer term 

significance is the level of air pollution which increase with the still and dry conditions. Pollution 

comes from vehicles power generation and the burning of what stubble by farmers, and often 

exceeds by far the safe limits. In the short term there is discomfort to eyes, throats and breathing. In 

the longer term the health hazards, particularly for young children who may face irreversible 

damage to their development. 

I have just been reading a report by the World Bank about how education is important not only in its 

own right, but particularly for girls, for a range of other reasons: 

• Education increases employment skills 

• Empowers young people to take advantage of life-opportunities 

• Improves health, nutrition and wellbeing, and the potential contribution to supportive social 

networks  

This all makes sense… the gains are significant for boys, but even greater for girls, because 

education, particularly at secondary level. For girls, education reduces the chances of early marriage 

and child bearing before the age of 18, which is detrimental to both generations, and reduces 

fertility rates and population growth. By empowering girls, education also provides some safeguards 

against gender-based violence. 

Long may the education of the children of Delhi continue! 

 


