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The passing of Fr. Amos, aged 77 years, on March 18, 2013 at

St. Stephen's Hospital Delhi was a moment of truth for all those

with whom he had shared his life. His death made us reflect on

the missionary ideals. Fr Hugh Basil King had once said for

the Brotherhood members,

"Probably the best thing any missionary can do is to leave his

bones in the country! Our bones are the best gift we could

make to India."

Amos had hoped that his body would be entered in Anandgram

cemetery, but the love of the people was such

that they had his remains to vest beneath the

foundation of St. Francis Church. But what

happened before his burial was a deeply

moving event which brought thousands of

people together in God's House that

afternoon.

AMOS'S DEATH AND FUNERAL: After the

heart surgery he struggled for a few days but

he could not survive. After his death was

confirmed his body was shifted out of the

Intensive Care and Transplant Unit and it was

brought before Fr Ian's room 319 who was admitted as a long

term patient in the same hospital. Fr Ian came out, stood before

the bed and prayed. It was desired by the members of the

Brotherhood that the body should rest for some time in their

House where he had lived for almost twenty five years.

Accordingly precisely at midday, the hearse arrived and we

placed him in the chancel of our Ascension Chapel where he

had prayed with his fraternity. Many people came to pay their

respects. Bishop Sunil K. Singh, Mrs. Kamlesh Jacob, Revd

Valson Thampu, the Principal and Revd Clement Rajkumar,

the Vice-principal of St Stephen's College were among many

others.

At two O'clock, after the prayers of Entrustment led by Fr.

Monodeep, in which Bro. Dinesh read the gospel, the hearse

Fr Amos Rathnaswamy Rajamoney: A Man for Others

An Obituary

Fr Amos Rathnaswamy Rajamoney

moved on to Ashaniketan Chapel in Shahidnagar. Bishop Collin

accompanied it through the way about ten kilometers from the

Brotherhood House. Here the staff and children of the Homes

which he had established paid their respects to him.

At half-past three the hearse moved on to St. Francis Church at

Anandgram colony, about two kilometers from Shahidnagar.

His body was laid in state at the centre of the Church. People

of all faiths came in till more than a thousand were gathered.

Many were stood and sat outside the church. The Holy

Communion, as a thanksgiving for Amos's life

and work, was concelebrated by Bishop Collin

with fifteen priests and the members of the

Brotherhood. Fr. Solomon read the scripture,

Bro. Jai Kumar read the gospel, and Fr. Raju

did the intercession.  It was a sacred hour.

After the people had made their communion

they filed past Fr. Amos's mortal remains.

Many were weeping, others were touching

him and placing flowers and wreathes. Fr.

Monodeep and Fr. Solomon did the prayers

of Committal as Amos's mortal remains were

lowered into the ground.

Kader, an elder of the community, said of Amos,

"He who filled us died empty."

This paradoxical phrase of a Muslim gentleman correctly sums

up the nature of ministry and life of Amos. Indeed he had no

bank account, he had no money for himself and the two small

rooms in Ashaniketan where he had lived contained only his

bed, a study table, an old typewriter, couple of chairs and an

almirah.

Later at his memorial service on 20th March in the Cathedral

Church of the Redemption, New Delhi, several hundred people

were present. Among them were Mr Peter and Mr. Joseph

Rajamoney his brother; Revd Daniel Rajamoney, his nephew;

The Right Revd Sunil Kumar Singh and the Right Revd Collin



http://delhibrotherhood.org   http://facebook.com/delhibrotherhood  http://delhibrotherhood.blogspot.in

P
a

g
e

 -
 2

Theodore of the Church of North India; the Most Revd Vincent

Concenssao the Catholic Archbishop of Delhi; and Mr. Alwan

Masih, the General Secretary of the Church of North India

Synod. The liturgy was composed by Fr. Monodeep and the

Service was led by Revd Dr Paul Swarup, the presbyter in

charge of the Cathedral. Tributes were given by Vincent from

Anandgram, Bishop Collin from the Brotherhood, Peter and

Daniel. Letters of condolence were also pouring in from many

parts of the world. Mary Hiscock, a close friend of the

Brotherhood in London, wrote,

'I will thank for his life and for his work with the

poor of Delhi. Peter and I were honoured to have

him as a visitor in our house in London.'

Dayanand Bharati, a sanyasi-sadhu wrote,

'I fondly remember my fellowship with him. His

service to the House and the poor will be long

remembered. As he went with the Lord I thank God

for his noble life and seva.'

Prof. Julius Lipner, the Chair of the Cambridge-Delhi Christian

Partnership of wrote from Cambridge,

'We remember Fr. Amos as a man totally dedicated

to the service of the poor, for whom he labored

unceasingly. He initiated and accomplished great

things in the service of the gospel. We celebrate his

life and grieve over his passing.'

AMOS'S LIFE AND WORK: The life and work of Amos has

been mainly in and around Delhi, where he is well-known for

his valuable development work

among the people affected-by-

leprosy and those living in the

socio-economically deprived

areas in east Delhi. Originally

from Tamil Nadu and brought up

in Malaysia, Singapore and

Chennai, Amos joined the Delhi

Brotherhood in 1967. He was

ordained in the Madras Diocese

of the Church of South India (CSI)

by Bishop Leslie Newbigin. On

his return to Delhi he was almost

at once, given the task of pastoral

care of the Tamil congregation in

the Delhi Cathedral Church of the

Redemption, and also

responsibility for the

rehabilitation work and pastoral care of the leprosy patients.

The deep influence of the Liberation Theology on him since

his days at Bishop's College, Kolkata, had a lasting effect on

his ministry. This especially came to fore at the Anandgram

Leprosy Colony when the inmates under his inspiration

revolted against the exploitative methods of the agency that

was distributing rations, and gained their sense of dignity by

setting up their own fund-raising schemes. At the Cathedral

he initiated support for the education of the children of leprosy

patients by forming the Leprosy Patient's Children Education

Fund (LPCEF). Keeping in view that the children of the leprosy

patients felt unwelcomed in the regular schools he opened the

Deenabandhu Primary School in Seemapuri in 1977 for these

children under the aegis of the Delhi Brotherhood Society.

As work expanded in Seemapuri, Nandnagri and Anadgram

two local Christian men, Mr. A. George and Mr. Yesupatham,

offered him strong and faithful support. So did Mr. Sagar who

was a Hindu. In 1986, he decided to share his life with the

people of the deprived community and shifted from the

Brotherhood House to live in Ashaniketan in Shahdinager.

From here, with the participation of the people, he initiated

community development programmes on a large scale,

including outreach to the neglected elderly, children on the

streets, and women in distress.

AMOS'S MISSIONARY PRINCIPLES: Out of his experience

of living with the people, he developed three principles for

his work:

1. that a missioner did not have a solution to people's

problems but was there to participate in their struggle for social

development and the agenda for development could only be

set by the people themselves and not by some outside body;

2. that the most effective

workers and leaders must be

identified from among the people

themselves who know the local

situation from within, that is,

members of the local community

rather than outsiders;

3. that the culture, religion, and

customs of the people must be

respected. Therefore, there should

be no ulterior motives to 'convert'

people from one religion to

another, but to serve them for the

sake of Christ alone.

With these principles he

cooperated with the people of

various communities. Starting

with Anandgram Leprosy Colony

he moved on to work with the people of Seemapuri,

Shahdinagar, Bahadurgarh, Nandnagri, Jamuna-Pushta, and

Madrasi-Basti. He set up institutional as well as community

based development programmes for the poorest of the poor in

Fr Amos welcomes Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth in the Brotherhood House
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slums. The main programmes were education for children,

health, technical training, and community work with children,

elders and women. As a result, over three decades of his work,

thousands were educated, employed and organized. This work

among the poor made him to rouse many young people. Canon

George Kovoor, the Principal of Trinity College, Bristol and

the Queen's Chaplain

expressed this in his letter of

condolence,

'Amos in his younger

days was an inspiration

to me and many others.'

Eventually some joined the

Brotherhood primarily being

inspired by him. Two who

stayed on to become professed

members were Monodeep and

Solomon.  Fr. Amos always

looked ahead to break new

grounds. Alan Knowles from

Hadlow, who has for many

years has been supporting the Brotherhood wrote,

 'I have fond memories of Fr. Amos over a number

of years from my first visit to the DBS with my late

wife, Mary in the 1980's when Fr. Amos was Head

of the DBS. He spent some time with us and the

children in the schools at Sahhidnagar. At that time

he was talking about setting up a Night Shelter

which has now become an established part of your

work with street children. … I was very pleased to

see Fr. Amos again during my last visit in

November 2010. He was still full of plans for the

future.'

Since 2000 he has been actively involved in setting up a model

of a rural development ministry primarily in Farooqnagar and

Hastinapur villages. The work is in its initial stages and has to

be carried on by the Delhi Brotherhood Society.

OUR DILEMMAS WITH AMOS: Amos was radical. So was

he even when he was studying theology at the Bishop College

Kolkata. He could go to any extent to uproot the old in order

to pave the way for new things to emerge. That is why as a

scholastic he was attracted to the Liberation Theology. For us

it is not easy to resolve the dilemmas that emerge from many

crucial decisions he made. Equally his theology took

paradoxical turns which can be an interesting study of this

missioner. Some of these we may look at here.

There has been a dilemma for us to understand his

relationships, for instance, his deep love for his brothers and

sisters, especially those who were younger to him in the family,

yet he decisided to take up mission in Delhi, far up in the

North of the country, thousands of kilometers away from his

village in Tamil Nadu. This curtailed his contact with the

family. Yet his fondness for them was obvious as he always

was deeply moved with warmth whenever his nephew, Daniel,

also a missionary-priest, came to see him in Delhi. His deep

affection and yet his decisive

distancing from his family

were paradoxical.

Amos would take decisive

stand for one he would feel

was being unjustly cornered or

accused or had become

vulnerable due to

circumstances. In such

instances he could never stand

as an objective arbiter, instead

he took the preferential option

for the vulnerable. When he

talked about the poor he could

not hold back his tears. He for

the sake of the poor forsook all and became poor. At the end

he had no means to support himself but depended on an

allowance from the Brotherhood. The dilemma is this, how

could he alleviate the poor from their poverty by becoming

poor like them?

 For any victim of circumstance he would do all that was within

his means to offer dignity and acceptance. He could set aside

his life-time's work. He surprised everyone when he actually

did so by voluntarily stepping down as the head of all his

projects of his ministries. How could he risk his whole work

bypassing those who he had trained and on whom he had

invested money, time and energy to train? This radical step

was enigmatic. Here his option for the victim was difficult to

square with his sense of justice.

Equally enigmatic was his turning away from the fraternity

who he loved like his family. In order to facilitate the birth of

something entirely new he resigned from the Brotherhood in

2002. Although this was entirely against the wish of the

members of the Brotherhood, they respected his decision and

conceded his request. Finally Bishop Ernest Tallibuddin, the

Visitor of the Brotherhood, also gave his consent. Amos was

now free to venture in new ways. This he did by setting up a

new organization-Ashadeep-and new community-

Ashaniketan-which would include both single as well as

married members. In a way this was not entirely novel in the

Brotherhood history. After all Bishop B.F. Westcott, the

founder of the Brotherhood had tried this more than a hundred

years ago in England. Like Bishop Westcott's attempt, this

Fr Amos explaining education programmes to Archbishop George Carey
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experiment too failed, and soon Amos found himself at the

periphery rather than at the helm of affairs. Later in his

conversations with Fr. Solomon he accepted that the

community of celibates was more successful. Thereafter at

several occasions he discussed the possibility for merging the

Ashaniketan Community, which he had founded, with the

Brotherhood in some possible way. However, he is not there

with us to see if this will happen.

Finally his turning away from all sacramental signs and

symbols was enigmatic. We know that he was an ordained

priest, but after 2007 he did not feel the need for the church

and the sacraments. He altogether stopped going to the Chapel

to say his prayers and to celebrate the Eucharist. Did he lose

his faith? or did he transcend the world of symbols to the

ultimate reality? or was he

disillusioned? Not being

entirely happy with the new

venture he had started in

Ashaniketan, he started a new

journey interiorly. He found

that God was all and was

everywhere. This was once

again a radical theological

shift from liberationist to the

mystical. For him at the end

there was nothing more in this

world but a pure awareness of

God. He lived in the

resurrected life which is the

future of our Christian hope. I

feel this was the result of his

regular hour of meditation each day at dawn. It seems, even

Christ had disappeared and so had all other icons. He seems

to have gone beyond in a deeper faith where there was no 'I-

thou' distinction, it was simply to be in God, who in his divine

life was all pervading, endless love and unarmed truth. Our

dilemma with Amos was this, he who had found Christ

everywhere, did not need the touch of Christ in the sacrament.

How do we work this out? He found Christ everywhere.

Perhaps he had become more protestant than he was before.

Indeed if it was purely faith that made him a Christian, then

how do we reconcile his life without the ministry of the word-

of-God and the prayers of the church, which essentially

nourishes our faith?  Some friends instinctively glimpsed

Amos's interior journey. For example, Revd Dr. Valson
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The Moderator Bishop A.C Lal and Dr. V.S Lal, General Secretary of the

CNI Synod meet Fr Amos and Fr Solomon

Thampu, the Principal of St. Stephen's College in Delhi, in

his condolence mail to the Brotherhood, touched upon this

mystery in Amos's life,

'I thank God for the inspiring life and witness of Fr.

Rajamoney in whom I found the beauty of the

"Word becoming flesh" and dwelling in the midst of

the lost and the least "full of grace and truth". May

his soul rest in peace.'

So Amos leaves us with dilemmas. Let me once again put

these down below,

· Protecting the vulnerable individuals even against the

common interest of the community.

· Offering dignity to the dispossessed by stripping himself

of his most loved possession.

· Making the poor rich by

turning his back on wealth.

· Remaining in faith by

rejecting the signs of faith.

· Living in the presence of

God by absenting himself

from the common worship.

As pointed out above that

Amos's paradoxical decisions

and his enigmatic actions

confront us with dilemmas. A

way to deal with this is to

consider the man himself.

Disappointments failed to

break Amos's spirit; instead he

kept reaching newer levels of

realization every time we

thought he failed. The mystery of unconditional love, the lure

of risk, preference for the socially disadvantaged, contempt

for personal wealth, disregard for social status, awareness of

the power of bare truth, and detachment from everything to

accompany the dispossessed made him the man he was. That

he had become dependent due to failing health and that he

chose to remain poor till the end is understandable, but that he

felt marginalized, vulnerable and isolated was sad. They may

say that he was simple and innocent. Curiously these traits

made him a very attractive person. The key, however, is to

understand his commitment for the downtrodden. This could

make him resolutely turn his back on all that he made and on

all who he loved.


