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Dear Friends,

Change of government both at the Central and State levels assure that

democracy is intact in India which is good. However, voluntary

organizations face challenges due to stringent measures in governance and

the untimely rains and hailstorms which destroyed crops bringing hard

times to the farmers. At the same time news coming through various media

channels from western Asia has been disturbing. At any rate as it stands,

there is little that one can do but for the calm assurance of faith that behind

it all God is sovereign over the nations and Christ who has ascended up on

high is enthroned in glory on the right hand of the heavenly Father.

We see God's graciousness in the life of our Brotherhood to which we

raise our voices of gratitude in prayer and Eucharist each day.

MINISTRY OF THE HOUSE

There are five ways in which Brethren have served others from the

House. These are by way of prayer, hospitality, friendship, pastoral care

and intellectual advancement.

Ministry of Prayer

The Chapel is set at the centre of the House which draws the brethren

to prayer day by day. The Morning Prayer and Eucharist and Evensong

were most attended of all the Services. Although the Offices have not been

abolished, the field work keeps the Brethren out most of the day. Besides

raising our concern for the sick and bereaved in prayers we also enjoyed

times of thanksgiving and joy, for instance, the dedication day of our chapel

of Ascension on 20th February and the Ascension Day Service.

Ministry of Hospitality

Several friends, associates and companions visited us through the year.

We were privileged to have Prof Francis Clooney s.j., who gave the annual

Teape Lecture at St. Stephen's College, to visit us from the Harvard



University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, Joseph Sudhin Mondal the Synod

Secretary of the Church of Bangladesh also visited us, Michael Baxter's

visit was a very pleasant surprise. He is Fr. James Stuart's nephew. There

was a delightful delegate of the Presbyterian Church from North East India

of Elder Frankincense Dkhar, Riborlang Lymba, Revd Awnkhankhup, Upa

Zoliana and Zosiama Thianglai. Fr. Ian's cousins, Bob and Gilly Mayers

Esq. also visited.

The visit of Mrs. Dyvasivadam, wife of the Moderator of the Church

of South India, was a blessing to us all. She wrote, "It is wonderful to see

House like this where service and sacrifice is the motto."

Many friends stayed with us in the guest rooms. It was lovely to have

Mary Hiscock stay with us for a couple of days. Karin Abrahamson from

Sweden stayed for two weeks. She wrote, "It has been a great joy to share

life of your

community for

two weeks. I also

am very

impressed by

your great work

for poor and

needy people in

Delhi. May God

bless you and

comfort you."

Hein and

P e t r o n e l l a

Wiegerinck from

The Netherlands,

D a v i d s o n

Solanki from United Society and Revd Canon Ade Ademola of the Friends

of St. John the Evangelist from London were with us. Revd Cyril Hans

who had supervised Fr. Jai Kumar's theological training at Ranchi went to

visit Fr. Amos Rajamoney's grave at Anandgram. Revd Rajender and Lorna

Daniel, who had supported the reconstruction project of Amarjyoti Church,

stayed with us. Bishop Collin and Fr Jaikumar accompanied them to visit

the Amarjyoti leprosy colony in Bahadurgarh.

There were many others came bringing light and joy to our community

in Delhi. We are grateful to all of them for visiting us and staying with us.
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Brethren with Archbishop Anil Cuto (2nd on right) of

Catholic Archdiocese of Delhi



Ministry of Garden

Garden is a common place of friendship and fellowship. Friends and

children meet here to enjoy nature and strengthen their bonds of love and

concern. Sunday garden-cricket brings joy to many children from the Night

Shelter and Boys' Home who love to play with Fr. Raju. Sometimes Fr.

Solomon and Fr. Jai Kumar also join to check their well tested techniques.

It works. There

was nonetheless

a great setback

due to demise of

our gardener

Hari Parsad. It

has been

impossible to

find another to

replace him.

Consequently the

appearance of

flowers were so

delayed that we

had to cancel our

annual garden

party. Fortunate we have several flowering trees and bushes which bloom

with the turn of season. The garden is also a favourite place for our dogs,

Ruby and Noida, our chicken and ducks, and many garden birds like

pigeons, honey-suckers, crows and parakeets.

Pastoral Ministry

Although the brethren are involved in the pastoral ministry in the

Diocese of Delhi, the care for Amarjyoti Church in the leprosy colony and

Ashaniketan Chapel in Shahidnagar is the sole responsibility of the

Brotherhood. Fr Monodeep regularly visits Amarjyoti Church and Bishop

Collin visits Ashaniketan for taking Sunday Services and other celebrations

on festivals. Special meals were served on Christmas and Easter to all the

residents of Amarjyoti for which the Cathedral Church of the Redemption

made a special contribution.

Ministry of Library

Classification of Fr. Ian's private collection of books into the library

took much longer than expected. As the grant from the government has not
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Fr. Jaikumar helping in distributing gifts

with WFCS of Cathedral



materialized we had to do without hiring professional staff for this work.

Fr. Monodeep undertook to do this work with the help of a part time helper

Mr. Deepak

James from St.

S t e p h e n ' s

College. The

work of

classification of

about a hundred

books has now

been completed.

A good

collection has

been added to

the India Section

particularly on

Delhi. The next

step is to place them on the book shelves which will involve considerable

work of shifting the rows of books in the shelves.

Theological Endeavours

Fr Monodeep completed writing commentary on Sirach which brought

the work of the Dalit Bible Commentary Series of the Old Testament with

other writers to a successful completion. The commentary was released in

Bangalore. This project was under the Centre for Dalit/Subaltern Studies

in the subcity of Dwarka with which Fr. Monodeep had been involved

from its inception with Dr. James Massey its founder and director. Sadly

Dr. Massey died on 2nd March this year in Patna where he had gone for

the replacement of his pacemaker. Dr. Massey was an Associate of the

Brotherhood and we have his obituary at the end of this newsletter.

 Association with the CNI Synod

Bishop Collin and Fr Monodeep were invited to attend the Synod of

the Church of North India at All Saints School in Nainital this year. This

hill town is situated about 7000 feet above sea level and has a large lake

which is an extraordinary beauty of that place.

Fr Monodeep was also invited to take training sessions of pastors and

lay leaders at the CNI Programme Centre in Nagpur particularly on liturgy

and Faith-and-Order of the CNI Constitution. He was elected to continue

to be on the Liturgical Commission of the CNI Synod.
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Bishop Collin with friends during Tea & Carol in Library



For the social outreach programmes the Brotherhood continued its

partnership with the Synod to administer the Community Study Centres

for the children of the commercial sex workers and in other poor

communities.

EVENTS

The House is open through the year particularly to the guests and

friends. The space in the House and garden lends a unique grace to the

gatherings here. Several events were organized through the year in the

Brotherhood House and garden.

Ascension Day Service

It has been the custom of the Brotherhood to have the Ascension Day

Eucharist on the eve of ascension in the garden of the House. The festival

comes at the peak of Delhi summer when the temperatures soar high. The

green lawns which are slightly bigger than the size of a tennis court provide

a pleasant respite for all. About seventy people gathered for the celebration

of Eucharist after which all enjoyed a fellowship dinner.

Student's Retreat for St. Stephen's College

A retreat of the students otherwise known as the junior members of

St. Stephen's college was organized on 15th August. Twenty students from

the three year courses spent a day in prayer and reflection. After the midday

meal a movie on the life of the Lord Jesus Christ titled "The Son of God"

was screened. The retreat ended with an afternoon tea.

Faculty Retreat of Dharma Jyoti Vidyapeeth

On 21 July 2014 Dr. Koshi P. Varghese, Principal of Dharmajyoti

Vidyapeeth Seminary, Faridabad, held the faculty retreat in the library of

the House. The seminary is run by the Mar Thoma Church to prepare

candidates for ordained and evangelistic ministry. Eleven faculty members

attended the meeting which was conducted by Dr. Youhann Mar Demetrios,

Bishop of the Syrian Orthodox Church in Delhi.

Annual Retreat of Brethren

The retreat was held from 3rd to 7th November 2014 in the

Brotherhood House. We had a great privilege of having Bishop Subodh

C. Mondal of the Methodist Conference of Delhi region to do the first

session of reflection for us. Fr. John Weir, one of our Associates, also

joined us.
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DBS Staff Christmas Get-together

The Christmas party for our staff in all the projects was held on 20th

December in the

House lawns.

About a 160

m e m b e r s

gathered for a

c u l t u r a l

programme at 10

O'clock in the

morning. The

p r o g r a m m e

ended at midday

with a fellowship

meal. Christmas

gift and a box of

sweet were

distributed to all who came after which the projects were closed for ten

days vacation.

Tea and Carols

The annual

Brotherhood Tea

and Carols was

held on 29th

December 2014

in the library and

refectory of the

House. About

fifty people

attended the

evening event

which started

with fellowship

tea followed by a round of carol. The Brethren sang "Joy to the World"

and Bishop Collin ended the event with blessing.

REACHING OUT TO OTHERS

Ministry to the Boys' in need of care and protection

Yogesh was among the last of the first batch of  boys to be united with

- 6 -

Brotherhood Boys present dance during Get-together

Ms. Karin Abrahamson from Sweden distibuting

gift to Leprosy patients



his family. The younger boys are growing up well. Of the younger lot are

Deva, Samee, Vishal. Of the older lot are Asif, Rohit and Ashwin.

Leprosy Patients

The leprosy patients of Amarjyoiti at Bahadurgarh received a monthly

financial support from the Brotherhood. The amount was specifically for

procuring their mediation and bandages.  Blankets were distributed to all

the leprosy patients in Amarjyoti on Christmas. We are grateful to the

Church Auxiliary for Social Action for making two bales of blankets

available for this purpose and to the generosity of the Cathedral Church of

the Redemption, New Delhi.

LIFE AND WORK OF THE BRETHREN

Fr Monodeep on 1st March 2014 took over as Dean and Chaplain of

St. Stephen's College which was established by the Brotherhood under the

aegis of Cambridge Mission to Delhi. He was invited to conduct retreat

for the teachers at Auckland House in Simla on 12th and 13th of February

and took training of pastors on Faith-and-Order. His major liturgical work

for CNI Synod titled as Consecration of a New Church Building and

Services for Various Occasions was published by the ISPCK and released

at the Synod which met at Nainital. His visit to USA from November 21 to

December 17 was successful. He stayed at the monastery of the Society of

Saint John the Evangelist at Cambridge Massachusetts and the monastery

of the Holy Cross in New Jersey. In February he went to Amsterdam for

the memorial service of Prof. Hendrick Vroom, who was his guide for

doctoral work.

Bishop Collin provides pastoral help at the Church of St. James and

continues to be the Guardian of the Community of St. Stephen. He is

appointed as the Secretary of the North West India Council of Churches

of the NCCI. He serves on the Delhi United Christian School Managing

Committee. He acts as the Chaplain for the ANZAC Day Dawn Service

hosted jointly by the High Commissions New Zealand and Australia, New

Delhi at Delhi War Cemetery every year on 25th April. He is on the

Committee of R.E Grant Govan Memorial Homes, Delhi. He visits various

Christian Ashrams to maintain an ecumenical relationship and also to seek

more deeper understanding of contemplative way of life. He helps families/

individual in their counselling as when needed.

Fr Solomon continues to work in media and provide pastoral care at

the Holy Trinity Church, Turkman Gat, in capacity of presbyter-in-charge.

The responsibility of directing and funding social programmes of the
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Brotherhood is

on his shoulder.

Fr Raju

continues direct

the residential

p r o j e c t s

particularly the

B r o t h e r h o o d

Boys' Home and

the Night

Shelter. He looks

after the garden

and kitchen.

Recently he has

been given the

new pastoral assignment at St. Francis Church at Anandgram Recently he

was invited by the Baptist Mission to help in the administration of Gange

School and

pastoral training

p r o g r a m m e s .

This in a way, is

a return to the

beginning of the

last century

when the

C a m b r i d g e

Brotherhood had

partnered with

the Baptist

Mission in

e d u c a t i o n a l

endeavours.

Fr Jai Kumar has been placed as an associate presbyter at the

Cathedral Church of the Redemption in New Delhi. His is specifically

focused on the Hindi Service. In the House he is responsible for the guests'

rooms and is our sacristan.

OUR ASSOCIATES AND COMPANIONS

We had the privilege of having some of our Associates and

Companions to stay with us at the brotherhood House. It was a joy for us
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Fr. Solomon distributing Christmas gifts to staff

Fr Raju being facilitated at Easter gathering



to have Dr. John Jaswant from Kanpur, Mr. Marshall Henry from Delhi

and Swami Atmananda from Tapovan. Revd John Weir from London did

his private retreat in the House. Revd Rajender and Mrs. Lorna Daniel

from Birmingham who supported us with the renovation of Amarjyoti

Church stayed with us. Bishop Collin, Warden of Associates and

Companion was very kind to take them to see Amarjyoti Church at

Bahadurgarh.

OBITUARIES
Prof. (habil.) James Massey (1943-2015)

Dr. James Massey was received as an Associate of the Brotherhood

on 20th February 1972. Thereafter he had continuously visited the House

and interacted with the Brethren particularly as a scholar. He had over the

years worked with Fr. James Stuart in the area of publishing in the ISPCK

and liturgical work and later involved Fr.

Monodeep in u n d e r t a k i n g

national programmes on missions in

THUM which was initiated by Bishop

Anand Chandu Lal, CNI Evaluation,

setting up of the Centre of Dalit/Subaltern

Studies (CDS), Dalit Bible Commentary

and became his mentor for doctoral work.

He took Fr. Monodeep to various Indian

States, particularly as a member of the

national minority commission and to

various destinations in Europe to promote

the Dalit cause. After such an active life

his demise on 2nd March 2015 in Patna took all of us by surprise. We

knew that his mind was glowing with ideas ready to be articulated, written

and published, and so much that had to be written was left unfinished. Yet

the message of his demise was clear that human endeavour to discover

new ways of God's salvafic work in our context must go on. We agree with

time that theologizing is of key importance for the survival and flourishing

of the human species.

Dr. James Massey possessed the highest degrees awarded in 1990

from the Johann Wolfgang Geothe University, Frankfurt in the Sikh

Religion. He was habilitated to lecture in the German Universities after he

had completed his post doctorate habilitation degree in 1995 on "Dalits in

India: Religion as a Source of Bondage or Liberation with special reference

to Christians in India". He was a received as a visiting lecturer of the
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Faculty of Protestant Theology at his university. With well developed ability

to write and articulate his ideas Dr James Massey dedicated his life to

write on Dalit issues particularly from theological perspective. Book after

book came from his desk which was the fruit of his deep reflection, analysis

and scholarship.

He wrote two significant books during his tenure (1996-1999) as a

Christian representative on the National Minorities Commission of the

central Government of India. The first was on democracy and the second

was on minorities. In the first book “Minorities in a Democracy: The Indian

Experience” (1999) he brought to fore the significance of minorities for

democracy. He argued that one could not exist without the other. The second

book “Minorities and Religious Freedom in a Democracy” (2003) is a

detailed study on Article 25 and 30 of the Indian Constitution which

safeguards the rights of the minorities. The legal experts have found these

books to be useful to get the court decree in favour of the minorities. Here

he also dared to expose the violation of human rights of the Christians by

police brutality. As member of the national minority commission he made

maximum use of his protocol when he travelled to various States. He visited

the places of conflict and used gentle ways of counselling to restore

normalcy to the situation. He instilled confidence in the Christian leaders

and Bishops by inviting them to dinners at the State Houses wherever he

stayed.

What make these achievements remarkable were his incredibly

disadvantaged circumstances with which he grew up into his adult life.

James's family was from the untouchable majbhi Sikhs who had

converted to Christianity. His father became a village pastor. The boy

James at the age of seven worked in the landlord's field in exchange for

food and along with this attended the Punjabi medium school.

The challenge of poverty did not leave James even after he joined the

college. He was fortunate to have scholarship to do his college education

which after sometime was discontinued. Nevertheless the young James

once again took the challenge and funded his education by taking part-

time jobs.

Taking inspiration from his father's pastoral work and community

building, James wanted to follow his example and so he aspired to take

theological education. Once again he was in difficulty as he was unable to

convince the church council to consider him as their candidate for

theological training. What they agreed was this that he could only be



recommended for theological studies without financial support or any

possibility for a job in the church.

Despite these hardships he successfully completed his theological

education and it was only during the final year of his training that the

church council which had refused him full membership in the past finally

did recognize his ability and asked him to be confirmed in one of the

village churches. In his testimony in 2001, he shared about the

discriminations he had to face throughout his life. This is what he wrote,

"God has a plan for every person if he or she is willing to

listen to His voice and experience communion with Him. This

young man was committed to his calling in spite of the

oppression and discrimination meted out to him at every step."

Trying times did not stop for James. By this time the church union had

taken place and his church was unified with the Church of North India in

1970. He was now under a bishop, but the bishop refused to give him the

license to minister in his own home diocese of the new church. And he

witnessed that throughout these trials and tribulations "God continued to

hold me fast" and this trust in God resulted in fuller liberation, both spiritual

and temporal. These hardships instead of discouraging him made him proud

to be a Dalit.

A new beginning was taking place. He was called upon to translate

the bible into Punjabi language. The work took his five years starting from

1971 February. Through this endeavor he not only enriched great tradition

of bhakti but also Punjabi literature. This contribution made James more

confident for further academic research and Dalit activism hand in hand.

Scholar and Activist from the margins

In 1999 Dr. James Massey had to move out from the heart of Delhi to

Dwarka sub-city. From this margin he who was discriminated became the

voice of those who are discriminated in society. From here he as a prophet

voiced the concerns of Dalits, tribal and women. His charisma was such

that he raised a community of national and international friends, scholars,

students, researchers and activists. His team consisted of Catholics and

Protestants, charismatic and progressive. Together with them he worked

in three ways, namely, by establishing Community Contextual

Communication Centre (CCCC), by raising Dalit Solidarity Programme

(DSP) and by founding the Centre for Dalit/Subaltern Studies (CDS) at

Sah-Shakti Sadan. These are no mean achievements; rather these are God's

work done through him. Through the CCCC he was involved in community
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organizing of the marginalized, through the DSP he was involved in politics

of solidarity with the Dalits and through the CDS he was involved in

theologizing. From here he pioneered theological reflection breaking new

grounds for doing Dalit theology. His most important contribution was the

Dalit Bible Commentary which was a team effort under his direction. No

other foundation has produced so much theological literature in so short a

time. In this way he was both a scholar and an activist.

Not only was Dr. James Massey was an educationist and a scholar of

excellence, but was deeply attached to his Church. He left no stone unturned

and let no opportunity go waste when it came to serve the church. In the

Church of North India he has served as a Presbyter, he served the CNI

Synod in various capacities on its Boards, Commissions and Committees

especially on the Liturgical Commission and as the Chairman of the CNI

Evaluation Commission, he served in the National Council of Churches of

India, he was the General Secretary of the ISPCK, he was a member of the

Senate of Serampore, secretary of the Board of Theological Education of

the Senate of Serampore (university) and the Christian representative on

the National Minority Commission of India.

His endless desire for justice to the disadvantaged and championing

the cause of Dalits made a break through. Excerpts of his works are now

being cited in the judgments of the Supreme Court of India. For instance,

in the case of K.P. Manu versus Chairman, Scrutiny Committee for

Verification of Community Certificate (26th Feb 2015), the honorable judge

cited Dr. James Massey several times along with Dr. B.R. Ambedkar to

prove his point of view.

Dr. James Massey was an intensely spiritual person. He lived a devout,

disciplined and dedicated life. He said his prayer every morning and he

dedicatedly attended church services at St. James’ Church Kashmere Gate,

till the end. He was deeply attached to the bible both as a believer and a

scholar. Joshua Samuel, a former student of United Theological College

Bangaluru left a message on the Facebook in which he recalls Dr. James

Massey's advice to the class, "My young friends if you are passionate about

liberation and justice, first read your bible."

And so on 2 March 2015 ended the earthly journey of this great soul

who lived with those who live at the margins of society. He refused to be

defeated even after he was removed from the center of the city; he lived

most fruitfully at the fringe. At his death no place was found in the Nicholson

Cemetery in Delhi. Eventually his family and friends arranged his burial

in municipal cemetery on the outskirts of suburban Dwarka. As a Dalit he
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was born in a cheri, lived in the periphery and was buried outside the city.

Donations for the Brotherhood Ministry

 Friends, in India and overseas, can help us by sending their donations

through a crossed cheque drawn in favour of “Delhi Brotherhood Society”.

Contributions to the Delhi Brotherhood Society from within India are

entitled to Income Tax relief under Section 80G of the Income Tax Act.

1961. Details will be found on the official receipt.

Friends outside India can also do Bank Transfer. It is a quick and safe

way to send donations directly into the Delhi Brotherhood Society’s account

by using the following details.

Bank Name: Syndicate Bank

Branch: St. Xavier’s School, Rajniwas Marg, Delhi-110054.

Bank Swift Code: SYNBINBB126

IFSC: SYNB0009115

Bank Account Number: 91152010005680

Name: Delhi Brotherhood Society

Thanks & Acknowledgments

We also acknowledge the contribution of the LPCEF of the Cathedral

Church of the Redemption and are grateful to Revd Dr. Paul Swarup,

Presbyter in Charge for taking interest in our ministry at the Amarjyoti

Leprosy Colony.

To the Women’s Fellowship for Christian Service (WFCS) of the

Cathedral Church of the Redemption, we express our gratitude organizing

a garden lunch for street boys in our night shelter and distributing winter

clothing to them.

To Dr. Sushant Agarwal, Director of Church's Auxiliary for Social

Action (CASA) we express our gratitude for providing relief to the poor

with blankets for winters.

Our Daily Time Table

7:00a.m Morning Worship & the Lord’s Supper (except Sundays)

8:00 Breakfast

9:00 Forenoon Prayer

12:45p.m Midday Prayer

1:00 Lunch
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3:50 Afternoon Prayer

4:00 Tea

7:30 Evening Worship

8:00 Supper

9:10 Night Prayer

Sisters and Brothers Pray with us

Almighty God, who gave your blessed Son to live and die and rise

again for our salvation, and when your will was accomplished exalted

Him to His place at your right hand; endue with power from on high, our

Brotherhood that by our worship, discipline and labours we may promote

your glory and so advance in grace as to be found without reproach at the

glorious appearing of the same your Son, our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,

who with you, O heavenly Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, lives and

reigns, one God now and forever. Amen.

God bless you all,

Monodeep Daniel +Collin Theodore Solomon George

Raju George Jai Kumar


